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Most of the Iravelers to Sweden
are businessmen, bowever
notbhing stands in the wey

af regular tourists selting

off oun a trip in this direction.
They can visil there cilies

and regions thal are very
imteresting.

Eathmar i an unusual own o the Baltic
S It is o capite] of the provines Blekinge.
Qe upon i me iwas the thicd Bigpese
Sweedlish city, bot history dicd not trean it weell,
Currently there are just 60 000 dwellers li-
ving tere

Falmar wis the plice where in 1397
i trealy weas signeed that united for almost
140 vears Sweden, Denmark aned Nomaway
into one body under the same reign.

There are not tog many historc sights in
the: towen, bun thuse present can evoke the
imperest of any tourist, Most of all there s
a huge castle, almost 800 year obd. Toore-
coived i present loolk in the 17 Cenmury,
in the times of the Wasa Dyoasty. In the
next 200 vedrs it had an imporant role in
the defense svatem of the country. On one
of the walls of the main court there s
a sl reliel depicting a traitor whao'in 1611,
churdng the war with Denmerk, apenced the
pates of the castie and let Danish solders
inside. According to tradition, evervone vi-
siting the castle should spit on the portrait of
traitor with contenpl.

Righ after fulflling this duty vou can go
oy visit The Obd Town. s history reaches
the Middle Ages, but togday the only re-
miining buildings come from the 18th Cen-
tury. These little wooden fishermen houses
ruther resemble o small village than some-
thing we are used 1o calling "The Old
Tevwn”, In 15 minutes vou can see all of
them.

Between the costle ancd "1 Cld Town®
there isan okl cemetery with grodestones
from theiSth and thel@h Century. You can
find there a few inwresting, old chapels,
The centrl point of the cometery is a1 me-
micrial stong, laid there in 1997, The in-
seriplicn commemorates 600 years of The
Halmir Union,

Worth recommencding in Downtown
Halmar is The Museum of Sea, with a col-
lection of 50060 objects related through their
parpese 1o the sea lile, There are navigatio-
nal instruments, models of ships, and other
arfifacts created by seamen. Interestingly,
there is also o tropical museum of free Ty
ing Bunterlies Mrom all over the wordd, Ano-
ther place of interest is surrounded by the
mcdern, contemporny part el Kadoe, It s
i Bewotiful cathedral in edian stele buoilt in
the XV Century by Tessin the Elder: Swie-
dish people sayv that this is the only cathe-
dral in dweden without 1 bishop,

Foor the second day of the excursion 1o
Kalmar [ propose a tip o the region of the
teswn. Ones ol the atmetions isthe so called:
"Gilasriket” — the kingdom of glass, a place
containing some doxens of gliss manufacom-
res that produce pretty souvenins, miainly
for tourists. In the small town of Vimmerby,
650 kilemneters froan Kalnar there is an amuse-
ment prark for chileren dedicimed in nome
of Astrid Linclgren, the Tamons Swedish wri-
ter, author of the Pipi Longstocking tales,

Those prefering anaclive way of spen-
ding time can find there goll courses, boat
rentals, divers cluby, horse back siding, po-
carl track, wennis and cricket counts, and
winclsurfing.

Tor all, baet espoecially For Polish tourists,
[ recommend a trip o Oland. This s the.
seconcl largest Swedish island. 1t (s 1345 souare
kitenneters large, in length of 140 kmand
anly. 10 km in the widest place. Just
24 000 people Tive on this island, You hoave
o go over o 6 ko long bridge 10 enter,

Old Watertower

where yvou will find 400 windmills, 35 an-
tigque churches and 10 old setlements in
which the oldest is 1700 years old! A liso of
#ll possible atrctions awaiting wouwrists on
thils Bsland seould have to contsin s few bun-
dred locations! Solliden however must be
feast mentioned here, because it was a roval
summer residence and a castle in Borgholm
Bailehiecl inothe 16 Century by the King fan
the Third, the father of the Paolish King Zyp-
nient the Third Wass, Gettlinge, another phice
offers e the wurdst a geaveyard Trom the
Bromxe Age, where you can see a burial
place designed by some vertically posi-
tiened rocks shaped ke o boat and a Bronee
Age senlement Eckenop, continued in the
Miclcdle Ages and brilliantly reconstmeted on
the hasis of archeological findings.

Surely a point of [nterest on Cland s
the lew kilometers long wall putacrass the
island by Karol Gustay the 10th, and the
"Tall Jan” a 42 meter high lighthowse, build
in 1785, and the tallest in Sweden.

The last thing T ean nat lesve unmen-
ticned is "Alvaret”, Unicque for just this

region, i isan ares encompassing 300
sguare meters with an unusual variety of
Mol fommes: heathers, meadows, plints come-
mon only for steppes ancd dear recs and
bushes. This kindscape ovcurs only on the
South pant of the island and iis' greenery
contrsts beautifully with the blue of the skics
aned the asere of the water.
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