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Following Swedish
traces in Gdansk

SE-Slar: You are considered one of the
most experienced “Sweodlish " guides in Triy-
PRS-,

Wi iech Eygad: | hase been working in thie
s inchastiy a5 a tour operator and guide
for 1% years. During s period, | have: hind emno-
g e aifdl Gpportunities o mcke some abe
seraibions and coniperisons of e ourist el
fic comming bo Tredsgemimsta fnmem Swesden,

Theere were cnily @ fow Swedish groags or e
diwtlidui! tourksts m the 80tes, A number of vish
tors froem Sweden were sunpeisinghy low despite
a et commection by fermy from Mymdshipmimn,
Thiere wete move Finins, They oraanised negulas
wimekaid Grsips, circuit-tilos and specialist geo-
s A direct coach oommedion Helmiel Gilahck -
Budapest was 2 Sl for a certain preriod,

Swinclish bourists haridly ever came here with
a difimesid trip schedulie, The maln athraction was
shopping im Pewes {dheap aleohel - 1 botile of
vtk wan then USS 10 amd & wadl i the Gig
T, Thits s mothing original

SE-Star: Whist has changed in the Last 10
years?

Waalciech Lygat: The sityation has changed
@ bot. 1 Bas deogosed e il FO0kes, mainly due
b e fact cppemed an additional ferry conrne-
Hlear fresm Warlnkoroms fo Gobymlin, & mivw alr con-
inesc i) froem Copsiliagen was estabibied and
uidte recently an air commmction From Stockhskm
by Gk (wnafartanately suspended), Sinoe
same firme, “Birka Princess”, & passenger ship
Ithay. ey nptatiaely sy for e day in Gy
il oF e cruise aro.

und the Baltic Sea

T e of o
ganised groupEs snd
Individiaal fowrists
Figve been IMcreasing
oty e, The cliver-
sity of fhe visitars s
mask [reERsing.

Thiey are ol -
ihimy shesppirig Trig o
viers, Thene are gro-
s of Business-pe-
cipilee, |ourmalists, tra
vl agpks, dnchiects,
sl -goverment offi-
Cials and fourlst geo-

s, Wi are also happy o olsere 3 e sha-
re o it Our fowr g Uh pegion ane also
vistimct By Swechish otearine Crows, wich Sowch
at Gallyria with a frigsnoily wisit oince a year, Thisir
irderest has extendied to the whole Pomerania
regghon. This |5 another posifive factor of Bhe
incireased Wowibst traffic. The grodps visit not
oy the Ol tevwr ana catbedes) i Ol bt
alun Malbordl, Fromsbe, Stutthol o Torud, O-
caslomally, | aluo fake grougs o Warsew anid
Foraleili.

SE-Star: What (s the biggest atfraction for
Swedish wisitors?

Weilierh Lpgad: There his bean a debate
o cwn culfiire amd Rikary b Swinokin for sorme
meriod of tire, It can e alko obissrved wihan
wisittlong Trdprmiasto, | am fuent in Swedish and
bedng a guide | have prepared a folr anourd
Trigmiasto calhed “Fallowing Swedish traces in
Gatlaifisk™, I twrmes cut I be a it There are
surpiisimgty mary monoenents of Seedish ol
Pure d Grdadisie They are Goth's stone cirdhng,
S5 Ericts, 56 Disfs anel SL Brigids's chapmis,
obd epitaphs amd grave plates of Swedes as
well g persons assodiated with Sweden, K
pel’s T L2th el amd miost of all sverything
peelited to Sigimundus the 3nd, grandson of
Gt Waza, Discowering own cuihure in offuer
coumntry 4 always escitimg and particulay -
scinating for the cdizens of e couttry simthe
cithar dlele of thie Baltle Sea, Whisn | taik kot
all of these on the coach, | fesl pociple listen io
i witlh Imberest as very often they discovnr
imarry Hiimcs for the frst flome.

SE-Star: What are the perspectives for the
pext 10 years?

Wojchect Lygat: The toutism traffic fiom
Swvenlie o Poladal will rspiily internsity, This s
wiry Important for ws o mproees our Enage in
the eyves of an average Swede. Many visibors
coime iack home astonished with Gdahsk and
Fratamd, our tradition ard achievements in vas
riys fekds, Several thousand pleated Sweiles
are hetter adviertising for Pokand than all press
arfiches, extlbitlons o mestings &l the "top”,
Let's Puape thist ouir Sesechish friends wil return
o Pioland ey s and will discower hare
somwething they may nol find anywhers else,

interviewer M. Sfalmarski
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